Housing Affordability

The proportion of total income spent by each household on shelter is
generally accepted as a measure of housing affordability. For tenant
households, shelter costs include rental payments and utilities (electricity,
fuels, water and other municipal services). For households that owned,
shelter costs include mortgage payments, property taxes, condominium
fess and utilities

According to the Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHC),
the standard for affordable shelter cost is 30% of gross household
income. However, there are households that spend 30% or more of their
household income may do so by choice.

Housing affordability differs between tenant and owner households
and varies among household types. A higher percentage of tenant
households spent 30% or more of their household income on shelter
than their owner counterparts.
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Community Lens is prepared by Community Development
Halton to disseminate and interpret important community
data as it becomes available. For more information please

contact us at data@cdhalton.ca or 905-632-1975




Tenant Affordability

Over 40% of the tenant households in each of Halton’s four municipalities spent 30% or more of their income
on rents and utilities. Within the region, nearly half (48%) of those households are located in the City of
Burlington. Over one-third (35%) are located in the Town of Oakville.

There are census tracts where more than half of the tenant households (shaded in red) spent 30% or more
of their income on shelter. A census tract as established by Statistics Canada is a relatively permanent area
with a population range of 2,500 to 8,000 and the greatest possible social and economic homogeneity. Those
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